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Dear Friends,    
Jesus told a story about a 
family,  ó There was a man who 
had two sons.  The younger of 
them said to his father, ñFather, 
give me my share of the property 
that will belong to me when you 

die.ò   The father gave the son his inheritance and a few days 
later   the younger son gathered all he had and travelled to a 
distant country and there he squandered his money on wild 
living.    He went  to work for a farmer  feeding the pigs and 
we are told that he was so hungry that he would  gladly have 
filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating.  
Hungry and broken he headed  home to his father with his tail 
between his legs and we are told that while he was still far 
off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion;  he 
ran and put his arms around him and kissed him.  "let us eat 
and celebrate" said the father .   It's  a  lovely story of a 
fathers forgiving love.    But the story doesnôt end there. 
óNow his elder son was in the field; and when he came and 
approached the house, he heard music and dancing.  He  asked 
what was going on and the Father replied , ñYour brother has 
come home.ò   The older son refused to go to the party 
because he was so angry and he went off to nurse his wrath. 
  Of course we all recognise the story of the Prodigal son. I 
can  relate to the reaction of the older brother and the unfair-
ness of  his situation. I can understand why he was so angry 
and why he was so unwilling to forgive his brother.  It seems 
so very unfair that the father should throw a party for his 
wayward son. 
    Sometimes  we find ourselves in similar situations, times 
when we find it hard to forgive and forget for past injustices. 
Someone told me last week that they hadnôt spoken to their 
brother for 30 years, and the sad part  is; no-one remembers 
why. 



     So why did the Father act this way?    When something 
irritating finds its way into an oyster shell, the oyster reacts 
by coating a layer around the irritant. Eventually this action 
produces a beautiful, iridescent pearl   
Easter is a time to forgive as you have been forgiven by your 
heavenly father.  When someone  is getting under your 
skin,  it may be Godôs way of showing you how to react, 
with patience and forgiveness so that something very 
precious may be formed in you. 
    As we approach Easter I am reminded of the Prayer of St 
Francis. 
 Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 
 Where there is hatred let me show love; 
 where there is injury, pardon; 
 where there is doubt, faith; 
 where there is despair, hope; 
 where there is darkness, light; 
 where there is sadness, joy. 
 O divine Master,  
 grant that I may not so much seek 
 to be consoled as to console, 
 to be understood as to understand, 
 to be loved as to love. 
 For it is in giving that we receive, 
 it is in pardoning that we are pardoned 

and it is in dying that we are 
born to eternal life. 
  
   Let us make this our Prayer 
for Easter. 
    Have a lovely Easter time. 

 



 
  As we near the end of our session 
the girls are looking forward to 
our trip to the Magnum, then to 
our Fashion Show on Sunday 28th 

March 2010 with clothes from "0290" from Cumnock. 
Tickets for this are available from either Margaret Findlay 
or Eleanor Crate at a cost of £3 (adult) and £2 (Children). 
Tea/Coffee will be served after the show. Please come 
along and support our youngsters. 
    The Group will close after the Fashion Show but will 
restart once the Schools begin again in August when old 
and new girls will be made most welcome. 
    We are also having our "weekend away" on the 
5th/6th June when we will be heading to Loudoun Castle 
on the Saturday and Bella Mani on the Sunday for a bit of 
pampering. 

 

Super Sunday - 
 
 All children aged 4ð12 yrs are most 
welcome at Super Sunday on Sunday 
mornings, starting at 11.15am and 

finishing when the Church service ends at approximately 
12.30pm.  
                                          Margaret Clarke, Superintendent 



 

                    PLANNED GIVING 
                  CAMPAIGN REVIEW 
                              Itôs almost four years since we began a  
                            Planned Giving Campaign in Schaw Kirk.  
       Over those years the campaign served us well, with the 
Schaw Kirk listed high within the Presbytery of Ayr regarding 
our annual giving per member figure. 
    When we started the Campaign it was accepted that to enable 
us to meet our requirements and sustain the work God has 
called us to do, our offerings would require to be reviewed at a 
later time, thus continuing our aim of having our church 
achieve its full potential in Planned Giving with Gift Aid. 
     As well as our weekly commitment of bills for heating, 
light  and repairs, we are able to plan ahead  for the many 
projects requiring to be tackled, projects which had been of 
a more daunting nature in previous years. 
   The Kirk Session and Congregational Board have given 
careful consideration to our financial position before embarking 
on this Planned Giving Campaign Review. 
      The campaign starts on Sunday 21st March. On Thursday 
22nd April, there will be a family supper in our church/hall.   
     You will shortly receive a personal invitation to this event at 
which our plans for the future will be set out. 
    We are sure all members will see the value of regular and 
planned giving and take the opportunity to participate fully in 
the campaign programme. 
    The Schaw Kirk will then benefit from all our members 
support and  go on to sustain the work we have begun. 
      The Schaw Kirk is a happy and positive place. May this 

campaign ensure that its joyful witness goes on. 
 



Schaw Kirk Trustees/AGM   
   
    Our Annual Meeting will take place in the 
Church on Monday 29th March 2010 at 7pm. 
Tea/coffee to follow. All members of the Church 
welcome to come along. 

 

CHURCHES TOGETHER 
 
      The C6 Group of  Churches  i.e. Coylton, Stair, 
Ochiltree, Stair, Patna, Dalmellington/Bellsbank  
and ourselves,  are joining in an Open Air Service of  
Holy Communion on Wednesday 19th May 2010 at 

7pm at Ochiltree Church.   
  Everyone is welcome to come along. Refreshments will be 
served after Communion. There will be a bus available 
(spaces are limited). If you wish to use the bus please 
contact Eleanor Crate on 01292 531560.  
      The  Committee are actively involved in the process of 
arranging a "walk" from Auchincruive to Stair in September 
- more details will be available shortly. 
      If you wish to find out more about our C6 Group of 
Churches in Ayr Presbytery,  any of our 3 representativesð
Minister, Dave,  Anne Hope (Joint Session Clerk) and 
Eleanor Crate (Clerk to the Board) will be happy to talk to 
you. 


