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SILENT
NIGHT

Most people

Tnterim Moderator's ‘F

CHRISTMAS, -
MESSAGE &3 o o s o

Ni g hltuol wonder how many realise that in the little
Austrian village of Oberndorf where it was written in 1818,
there is a Silent Night Society?

Each Christmas Eve, the Mayor of Oberndorf leads a silent
procession of children through the streets to the Church.
Members of the Silent Night Society ring the bells, then there is
another period of silence before the singing of the now famous
Carol. Wreaths are then laid on the graves of Franz Gruber and
Joseph Mohr, the Schoolmaster/Organist and the village Priest
who wrote the Carol.

In this busy time of year moments of silence can be so
beneficial. The opportunity to think, to reflect, to hope and to
pray. |l ndeed, | &dm sure i n mar
larger than that little group in Oberndorf, for there are surely
many people across the world this Christmas who will sing that
wonder f ul Carol and share it¢c

For at Christmas we remember that in the silence of the
night God in a very humble way became one of us. There was
no fanfare or triumphant entry into the world, instead a little
baby was born in a stable. A baby that was to change the course
of history promoting a world of peace, love and hope.

Let us all take time this Christmas to remember and reflect
exactly what it means for each of us to proclaim Christ as our
Lord and Saviour.

May Christ dwell in our hearts this Christmas and remain
there forever more. Kenneth C. Elliott




FRIDAY
7th DECEMBER 7.00pm.

Hard to imagine but it is

almost that time of year again.
\T; The man in the white beard and
; ~ red suit will be making his yearly
visit to Schaw Kirk on Friday 7th December 7.00pm.

There will be Home Baking, Christmas Stall and Festive Teas
will also be available on the night.

Christmas Hamper Quiz Tickets are also available from any of
the Office Bearers priced 50p.

Parcels for "Santa" can be handed in to the church anytime
value £1.50 marked with appropriate age and Boy/Girl.

Please come along and join in the fun.
Elizabeth Wark. Clerk.

Mrs Isabel Arthur

It was with great sadness we learned on Thursday 8th
November of the death of Mrs Isabel Arthur. Always
referred to simply as O0Mrs
and great example to all within the Schaw Kirk. Inducted as an Elder
in April 1972, she was involved in many aspects vital to the day to
day life of the Kirk, and held the post of Rollkeeper for 30 years She
took the I|iteral meaning of AFe
running the Bakery Stall at events., organising the Breakfasts for
pilgrims returning from the Easter Dawn Service, assisting in the

monthly Soup Lunches and the weekly Thursday Kirk Lunches.
Never one to shrink from the many duties she took on herself for
her beloved 6Schawdé, she was of
making sure everything was properly organised and in its place.
At present the Kirk is sad at her passing but is undoubtedly the
richer for her having been here in the first place.
Jim Davidson




A Letter From lan

Hi, lan here,

After conducting worship with you now, on
and off, for more than 1
training wi t h you. I d

actually hear any service | conduct, or simply
0l i stendo6.

Every preacher would like to think that the word of God is heard
by the congregations they serve. But in reality, sad reality, many
only listen and the word does not penetrate nor linger.

Normally | would pray before the sermon that those present
woul d hear Godo6és voice, not mir
not mine. But on certain occasions, | believe that God speaks to me
that the message he has giving me to share really needs to be
reinforced. Such was the case with the service on Sunddy 23
September 200/ Now | 6 m sure you all reil

It was based on®1Timothyi FIRST OF ALL PRAY

Please never underestimate the power of prayer, when we bring
others before God, He may not be swayed by our intercession but he
hears. You remember Terry Waite, from the Church of England held
hostage from 1982 991? Terry was quoted
cell, all alone, | could feel a tangible wall of prayer surrounding me
i later after my release | discovered that many Christians from all
denominations were praying for

| f you never Oheard anything
that we need to be active in prayer.

Constantly, | pray for the life
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PLANNED GIVING
CAMPAIGN UPDATE

It is now over a year since we launched our
"Planned Giving Campaign" and we felt that it was
time to give an update on the success or otherwise
of the campaign.

| am happy to say that there is no "otherwise" we asked you
for commitment and we got it in spades. The proof of the pudding is
in the eating and our offerings are up by a hefty 57% on the year
before the campaign began. This is wonderful news for the church,
and it gladdens our hearts as it alway does when we get the latest
proof of the wonderful support we get from our congregation. It
also enables us to look forward with renewed confidence that we are
both solvent and supported by a committed congregation.

On behalf of the Congregational Board many many thanks to
you all. Moira Pirie. Treasurer

Best Wishes to Paul

Former minister of the Schaw Kirk, Rev Paul Russell,
g7z wishes to thank the congregation for the card and good
wishes sent to him, and also to thank those who went
along to Presbytery on the evening of 2nd October when
he was installed as Moderator .

HopeHomesScotland

"Success is getting| | Building new homes

what you want. in south west Scotland
Happiness is wanting d,

what you get."*-
Dave Gardner

Feor more information contact our sales team on 01292 590442
af visit e nopehomes. oo uk
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£ %5 ADVENT SERVICE

The East Ayr C6 Churchesare having an Advent Service
on Sunday 2nd December in Ochiltree Parish Church. A
minibus is being arranged to transport some members to the
event, but it should be understood there is limited seatswit
will be a first come, first to claim a seat if you add your name
to the list which is available at the back of the Church, or speak
to your Elder. The minibus will leave from the Schaw Kirk at
6.00pm for the Service that begins at 6.30pm

The Prayer Circle continues to be

active but we have now lost two of

the original members for varying

reasons. It would be good if we

could replace them at the very least,

but having more than two would be
even better. Being a member involves only receiving a
telephone call with a request for prayer and then, in turn, you
make a call and pass the prayer request on to another in the
Circle. When the request comes back to the first person who
started it we know the circle is complete. It goes without saying
of course, that you would include the name of the person on the
prayer request would be included in your own prayers. Please
think about thish The Pr ayer of a good
ef fect. o James Ch 5 v16

Contentment
| should be content to look at a mountain for what it is
and not as a comment on my life
David Ignatow




