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Letter from the 
Manse  

Christmas 2010  

Dear Friends, 

Many people have asked me recently if I enjoyed my trip 
to Romania.    I am not sure if  óenjoyedô is  really the right 
word.  I am glad we went,  I would not have missed it for 
the world and I would love to go back,    but I am not sure 
that óenjoyedô  is really the right word.. 
    We met people living in desperate situations;  We met 
several  families living in hovels with little furniture and 
clothing,  no food and no money to buy food.  We met an 
elderly lady with cancer who could not afford to  pay for 
treatment.  A blind man  living on the streets  whoôs  main 
carer was another homeless disabled man. A wee girl whoôs 
only dolly was an old water bottle.   A woman living in 
what can only be described as a drain, just a 
few  days  after an emergency  operation.  I have over  700 
photographs and every one tells a desperate story. 
    We took £8000 with us and we achieved a great deal in 
the week we were there.  The money was generously 
donated by the congregations through many fundraising 
events and   that money was put to very good use in 
feeding the hungry, clothing the needy and providing 
shelter for the homeless.  I would like to thank everyone 
who donated so generously.  Your donation made 
a difference.    

I asked God to give me happiness  
God said, No         . 

'I give you blessings, 
happiness is up to youô 

 



    In each home we visited it was clear that Education is 
the main priority. It is seen as  the main way out of 
poverty.  The parents  go to extreme lengths to get their 
children to school, some walking for miles each day. There 
is an obvious determination to better  themselves through 
education.  One of our happier visits was to the school 
where we found a very happy group of children.  
    There was one family who will always be in my 
thoughts and prayers.  A Mother,  Father and  eight 
children  who were evicted from their home and were 
living on the streets of Oradea.   They approached a 
landlord late one cold night and asked him if he had a 
room.  Sorry the landlord replied I am full at the 
moment, but I have a garage around the back,  you can stay 
there. It reminded me so much of the Christmas story.  ñ I 
donôt have a room but I have a stable you can useò replied 
the innkeeper.  
    They have turned that draughty  garage, no bigger than 
my own, into a lovely home. It may be a bit cramped, but it 
is a real home and the children attend a local school. When 
I asked the lady how she saw her future she smiled and 
repliedé   óGod will provide.ô I was so humbled by her 
words.  
    The whole experience was life changing. Grace at a 
meal for instance has new significance for me when I think 
of those who have literally nothing.  And Christmas time, 
the celebration of the birth of our Lord shines for me with 
new significance.   When I think of the people I met who 
were living in such desperate conditions  but were still able 
to say óPraise the Lord.ô 
    I would like to wish you all a very happy and peaceful 
Christmas  

 



   

Mission Trip  

http://www.thesmilesfoundation.org 

Coylton Parish Church,  Drongan : 
Schaw Kirk,  Dalmellington and 

Bellsbank Churches raised a total of £8,000 for the Smiles 
Foundation.    
    10 adults and 16 teenagers visited Romania and were 
involved in 11 Smiles projects.    It was decided by the 
group to spend the Money as follows.. 
  1)    We sponsored 5 families for a year. 
    Each family will receive one day aid per week for a   
    year.   this includes  food,  help with medical, dental  
    and optical care etc. 
We visited all these families  and many are living in 
desperate situations.      ........................................... £1,800. 
 2)    The mierlou  family crisis centre  provides emergency  
    accommodation for families in need They  needed wood  
    for the winter heating. 
   We bought the wood and delivered it at a cost of .... £255 
3)  Arpasel farm   needed the pig sty  and pig delivery  
    frames  painted. 
    We bought the paint and did the work at a cost of .....£75 
4)  Gepiu Elderly we provided food and fed the old folk  
                                                     .................................£150 
 5)   We brought in the harvest of corn on the Smiles Farm     
    and put it into the storehouse 
    this will be used to feed the pigs and chickens over the  
    winter 

I asked God to grant me patience.            God said, No. 
'Patience is a byproduct of tribulations: 

It isnôt granted, it is earnedô 

 

http://www.thesmilesfoundation.org


Harvest and transport costs  etc   .................... £950 
6)  Cihei Family Centre: A new family arrived with 
a new born baby while we were there 
 We have sponsored their care for a year ....... £360 

7)  Tileagd School and Nursery donation for  play  
    equipment            ...................................................   £420 
  8)  We painted a container to be converted into a home for  
    a homeless Family.            ....................................... £120 
 8a)   Salard: to convert our newly painted container into a  
    home                       ................................................ £3000 
 9) Salonta shop, buy paint and tiles for the shop and carry  
    out the work          ................................................... £470 
10)  Provide care for 10 homeless people for one month. 
    We visited them on the streets and the conditions are  
    awful.                  .....................................................  £300 
11)   Donation to the Bible Club Outreach  ...............   £100 

   Kirk Lunches  
    The ladies of Kirk Lunches are finalising 
their customary preparations as we look for-
ward once again to them supplying an en-
joyable Christmas Lunch on 9th December. 
Following this.the Ladies will take a break 
until January 27th , when they will welcome 
you back with open arms and full plates. 



  Getting Ready  
  For  Christmas  
 
     Many of us will go to the cinema this 
month ï drawn by the trailers for the latest 
block-buster films set for release around 
Christ-mas. Trailers never make much sense 
on their own; their job is to tantalise you into 

wanting to know the whole story.   
    In his wisdom, God wrote a trailer for the Christmas 
story.  Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, God 
began to tell his people just a bit of what they had to look 
forward to.  
    Throughout the Old Testament there are glimpses of a 
coming Messiah, of a Prince of Peace.  God didnôt tell the 
people in the Old Testament everything ï they had to wait 
for the events to actually take place. But slowly the sense 
of anticipation builds through the Old Testament.  And 
when the Messiah finally came, there was surprise, but no 
anticlimax. Everything about the birth, life, death ï and 
resurrection -  of Jesus would surpasses all expectations.  
 

  A different way of   
  looking at Christmas  
 
 Are you looking for a different, 
more contemporary take on the all
-too-familiar Christmas story?  

   Have a look at this then: www.paperlesschristmas.org.uk. 
It tells the Christmas story through a series of 9 short film 
clips in a way you've never seen it before. Either download 
and save the clips or view immediately. An additional 16 
other clips can also be viewed. 

http://www.paperlesschristmas.org.uk


The following  article was published in our 
Church Newsletter in May 1988, but is still 
as relevant to be re-printed today, some 22 
years later.. 

       why i never wash  
1 I was made to wash as a child 
2 People who wash are hypocritesðthey reason they are 

cleaner than other people. 
3 There are so many different kinds of soap, I could never 

decide which one was right 
4 I used to wash, but it got boring so I stopped. 
5 I still wash on special occasions like Christmas and 

Easter. 
6 None of my friends wash 
7 I am still young. When I am older and have got a bit 

dirtier I might start washing. 
8 I really donôt have time 
9 The bathroomôs never warm enough. 
10 People who make soap 

are only after your 
money. 

 
 Originally from a Cornish 
church magazine  -  it could 
easily be entitled  
ñTen Reasons Why I Never 

Go To Church.ò 

 

      Christmas may not always be a time of fun 
and laughter. It can also be a time of sadness. 
For any who wish a quieter time for reflection 
and comfort perhaps you may wish to attend a 
óJoint Quiet Serviceô  being held in Coylton 
Church on Monday 20th December at 7.30pm 

 



Sun 28th Nov : Advent 1 at 11.30am 
We light the first candle : The Candle of Hope 
 
Fri 3rd Dec : Santa Night at 7.00pm -  the jolly man in the 
red suit pays a visit. Various stalls as well as Teas and mince 
pies will be on offer 
 
Sun 5th December Advent 2 at 11.30am 
We light the second candle : The Candle of the Way 
 
Sun 12th Dec : Advent 3 at 11.30am 
We light the third candle : The Candle of Hope 
 
Thur 16th Dec: Candles & Carols  -  an evening with the 
Choir at 7.30pm 
 
Sun 19th December : Advent 4 at 11.30am 
We light the fourth candle : The Candle of Peace 
The service includes  a Nativity presentation by the younger 
members of our congregation. 
Afternoon of Carols at 2.30pm in Rowantree Court will also 
include the Nativity presentation. 
 
Mon 20th Dec : Joint Quiet Service in Coylton Church at 
7.30pm 
 
Tues 21st Dec : Schaw Kirk plays host to our friends from 
Coylton Parish Church and St Clareôs RC Church in an 
Advent Ecumenical Service at 7.30pm 

I asked God to make my spirit grow 
God said, No. 

'You must grow on your own 
But I will prune you to make you fruitfulô 

 

Letõs Celebrate 
this Christmas 



Fri 24th Dec Christmas Eve 
*  Coylton Church   :  Christingle Service- 5.30pm 
*  Rankinston  :  Watchnight Service -7.30pm 
* Schaw Kirk  :  Midnight Service -11.30pm 
 
25th Dec Christmas Day 
Christmas Day Service at 11.00am 

 

Churches shell out for  
The Real Easter Egg  

 
   The recently launched óThe Real Easter 

Eggô is the first Easter Egg in the UK to 

mention Jesus and the events of Holy Week 

on the box.  It is attracting enormous interest 

- already hundreds of churches and individuals 

have placed orders for the eggs, due out in time for Easter 

2011.  David Marshall,  founder of the Meaningful Chocolate 

Co, says: ñThey can't believe a product like this has never 

been available in the UK. We have been overwhelmed.'  

     The direct sale price of The Real Easter Egg is £4.50 

which includes a charitable donation, VAT, handling and 

delivery to a church single drop off point. 30 pence from 

each egg will be donated to the charity Traidcraft Exchange 

and a further 10% from profits will go to Baby Lifeline - 

buying everything from medical equipment for new mums in 

the UK to chickens for farmers in Africa. Orders have to be 

placed my 31st January 2011 We would encourage you to 

consider ordering a Real Easter Egg. Please make a point of 

speaking to Jim Davidson or Eleanor Crate at your first 

opportunity or by sometime early in January. You can also 

visit their website at:  www.realeasteregg.co.uk 

 

http://www.realeasteregg.co.uk


Carols by Candlelight  
 
    ñThe time has comeò the walrus said, 
in the poem by Lewis Carroll. That is 
also true of our Choir members as they 
again prepare for, and invite you to, our 
popular annual evening of Christmas 

entertainment - óCarols by Candlelightô which will take 
place on Thursday 16th December. We anticipate a good 
turn out and  trust everyone will have an enjoyable night.  
   Regular devotees of this event know that Tea/Coffee with 
mince pies and other goodies will also be served up. The 
evening starts at 7.30pm. Tickets available from Choir 
members soon. 
    We are also looking forward to seeing you here during 
the usual services in this Christmas season. 

Christabel Poole 
  
Give chocolate  
 
      Donôt know what to buy someone 
you donôt know all that well?  Try dark 
chocolate.  Sales of dark chocolate have 

rocketed by a fifth in the past five years ï to about £100m 
annually- -  ever since people found out that it is healthy 
for them. 
    Medical studies have identified the health benefits of 
chocolate with a high cocoa content ï it can reduce heart 
problems if eaten in moderation.   People are also listening 
to the anti-obesity campaigns, so prefer their dark 
chocolate to come in small portions, not large 

I asked God for all things that I might enjoy life 
God said, No. 

óI will give you life so that you may enjoy all things' 

 

 



 

Afternoon of Carols  
     This year we are introducing 
a change of venue to this popular 
event by holding it in Rowantree 

Court instead of the Church.  
   This will allow some of our less able members the 
opportunity to join in a programme of carol singing and 
also be treated to a presentation of the Nativity by the 
younger members of our congregation. The service will 
start at 2.30pm instead of the usual 3.00pm All members 
are invited to come along. 

 

The Six oôClock Group  
 
     The Group have decided this year to 
have as their their project - "The Back-Pack 
Project" in relation with Mary's Meals. - 
please find a leaflet regarding this included 

with this Newsletter. 
    We would welcome any donations which can be found in 
the middle pages of the booklet . Please help us give as 
many filled backpacks to the children of Malawi. 
    If you wish any items uplifted please give me a call 
07771513548 and I will collect from your house at a 
convenient time to you.    Thank you   Eleanor and Donna.  

       I asked God to spare me suffering 
God said, No. 

''Suffering draws you apart from worldly cares 

 And brings you closer to meô 

 

How do you know Santa has to be a man?  

No woman is going to wear the same outfit year after year  

 





DECEMBER EDITION  
 
 
 
    When Seeing is Believing 
Dr Donald Smith explores the roots of the nativity play. 
Alison Spencer and Colin Dempster debate the merits of 
traditional and óalternativeô nativities. 
    Christmas reflections from the Moderator and the Very 
Rev Dr James Simpson. 
    A Vibrant Part of the Churchô 
Andy Bathgate, chief executive of Scripture Union Scotland, 
talks about the organisationôs mission to bring children into 
the church community. 
    HIV: A Time of Challenge 
 The Rev Dr Robin Hill reports on a bold aim which needs 
the churchôs vigilance and action. 
    A Barrier to Reform?  
The Very Rev Dr Finlay Macdonald reflects on the history of 
the Barrier Act and asks if it should be updated. 
    A Flexible Future 
Laurence Wareing considers whether the Methodist model of 
ministry could provide a solution for the Church of Scotland. 
    Faith Journeys 
Jackie Macadam reports on the 2nd international Childrenôs 
Assembly. 
    A Crowning Achievement 
John R Hume reflects on the architectural gifts of Holy 
Trinity Parish Church in St Andrews. 
    The Growing Church 
Thomas Baldwin learns about a óWee Serviceô which has 
grown into something bigger at Corstorphine Old Parish 
Church 
Born, Shaped and Chosen 
In the final part of his series on the characters of the Old 
Testament, the Rev Martin Allen examines the life of Moses. 



Christmas:  
Where did Christmas trees  

come from?  
 
There are two early stories that mention fir 
trees.  The first involves St Boniface, who 

went to Germany in the 8th century as a missionary and 
found people sacrificing a child to their god under an oak 
tree.  Boniface was appalled, and rescued the child. He 
then chopped down the oak tree and found a tiny fir tree 
growing nearby.  He gave this to the people and said:  
ñThis is a symbol of life. Whenever you look at this tree, 
remember the Christ-child who is the one who will give 
you life, because he gave his life for you.ò 
    The second early fir tree story involves Martin Luther 
in the 16th century.  It is said that one year he decided to 
drag a fir tree into his home and to decorate it with candles. 
He used it as a visual aid, telling people that the candles 
symbolised Jesus as the light of the world, and the 
evergreen tree symbolised the eternal life that Jesus gives 
to us.  Many of the people who followed Luther were 
struck by the idea, and took up the custom. [Parish Pump] 

MOBILE : 07812  563758

19 Littlemill Road
DRONGAN

Estimates for all types

of insurance claims

Full Recover or repair

Caravan Seating

Three Piece Suites

Bar Seating

Contract and Domestic Work Undertaken

Carpets supplied and fitted

French Polishing

 Curious Question : 
              Why does rain dropðbut snow fall? 




