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EASTER  AFTERGLOW  

 
      It is amazing how some ancient civilisations were able to 

build certain structures for special reasons. For example, we 

only have to think of the wonders of the ancient world to 

appreciate the great thought and purpose behind certain 

constructions.  The Pyramids in Egypt certainly are a wonderful 

illustration from the past of the ability and craftsmanship that  

was so evident. 

      However, not all constructions from the past possessed the 

skill and grandeur of the Pyramids. In a part of America  there 

once existed a ancient tribe of Indians. They built their homes 

and other structures from huge mounds of mud and earth, this 

kept them secure and safe from the weather. 

    They were even able to build a large earth-covered mound 

that was used by the high priest as a temple. This special 

structure could only be entered by  a tunnel.  Yet, it was built in 

such a way that on only two days throughout the year, the rising 

sun would shine down the tunnel directly into the face of the 

high priest. These two days were, therefore, considered very 

special festive occasions. 

      I wonder if the sunrise of Easter morning shines on us 

spiritually only one day of the year, or every day ?  Certainly, 

prior to Easter we remember the way of the Cross during Holy 

Week, then Easter Sunday comes and goes. Then what ? 

      In England in the time of King Alfred the Great things were 
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apparently slightly different. According to historical accounts, 

King Alfred decided to designate the week after Easter as Holy 

Week. It was to be a time to rejoice in the Resurrection and to 

appreciate more fully what Easter  really meant. 

      Maybe King Alfred had a point, for as Christians we often 

require to really remind ourselves what Easter symbolises. Yet, 

perhaps in order to achieve that, even one week after Easter 

would still not be enough. 

      Indeed, as we emerge fresh from the celebrations of Easter 

let us remember that as Christians, the glory of Resurrection 

should remain central to our Faith fifty two weeks of the year.  

For the promise of eternal life to us and our loved ones, surely 

allows us to face all our current trials and tribulations in the 

knowledge that the future  is one of hope and reassurance. 

      May Godôs Blessing be upon you this Easter-time and 

forever more  

               Kenneth C. Elliott     

.        SOLE  NOMINEE  
 

      As members of the Congregation will be aware the 

Rev. Dave Whiteman of Maybole Parish Church has 

been nominated to preach as Sole Nominee. The anticipated 

date will be Sunday 9th March. Following this Service and in 

accordance with Church Law a balloted vote will then be 

required.  

      If elected it is then hoped that Mr Whiteman will be 

inducted towards the end of April.  

      I am sure everyone at both Coylton and Drongan will be 

delighted to hear this news. It is perhaps so appropriate that as 

we prepare to celebrate Easter and itôs symbolism of new life, 

Coylton and Drongan prepare to hopefully begin a new era in 

Christian witness.     



     ELDERS GET-TOGETHER 
    Representatives of all six congregations (Schaw Kirk, 
Coylton, Dalmellington, Patna, Stair and Ochiltree) 
continue to meet together on a regular basis to discuss 
things that all can do together, and experiences they can 
share. 
     Members of the Kirk Sessions will meet on 

Thursday 28th February from 7pm. This informal get together 
will take place in the Hollybush Inn, Patna, and will allow all 
Elders to get to know one another better, and to discuss matters 
common to all congregations. 
     Date for your diary-An open air Communion will be held  
on Wednesday 14th May at Stair Church. Members of all 6 
congregations will be made very welcome.  
                                                   Anne Hope, Joint Session Clerk 

  Clerk  

  to the Congregational Board  
    At a recent meeting of the Congregational Board, 
Mrs Eleanor Crate agreed to take up the position of 

Clerk to the Board. The  Board are delighted to welcome 
Eleanor to her new post and any Board business (fabric, 
finance, fundraising, etc) should be directed to her. She can be 
contacted as follows: 
Eleanor Crate, Holehouse Cott, HOLLYBUSH 
Tele: 01292 531560  Mobile: 
07771 513548 
e-mail: ecrate61@tesco.net 
 
    Please welcome, encourage 
and support Eleanor as our new 
clerk to the Board, and give her 
your prayerful support as she 
works for the good of our 
congregation. 



ELIZABETH  WARK  
- A LIFE LESS ORDINARY  
       On 23rd January this year, I lost my very dearest friend 
Elizabeth Wark.  For her loving husband Gordon, her sons 
Alastair and Gavin, her mother, sister and myself this is and 
will continue to be a deep and lasting sorrow. 
       However, Elizabeth's influence and many talents reached 
beyond her many friends and family.   The Schaw Kirk was the 
recipient of her talents in various ways, but primarily as Clerk 
to the Congregational Board, a job which she carried out for 
almost 18 years.  During this time she had to deal with, 
amongst other things, the sale of the Manse,  the sale of the 
Rankinston Witness Station and the sale of the ground at the 
rear of the church.   I know, perhaps better than most, how 
much work all that entailed, and the fact that the 
Congregational Board  had little or no trouble with any of these 
sales was entirely due to Elizabeth's efficiency, which at all 
times was remarkable.  Many, many were the times which I 
said "rather you than me".    I could go on forever reminding 
everyone  the work she did getting grants etc and organising  
fund raisers, but she never wanted her trumpet blown - her 
reward was everything turning out all right for Schaw KirK.  Of 
course it always did turn out all right because of that 
formidable efficiency which she mixed  at all times with 
humour - " it will be all right on the night" was a favourite 
quip. 
       Well Elizabeth my dear 
dear friend, I know that it 
would be "all right on the 
night" and that you are now 
reaping your reward for 
living a life less ordinary - 
God speed. 
Moira  



 

MOBILE : 07812  563758
(01292) 590594

Estimates for all types

of insurance claims

Full Recover or repair

Caravan Seating

Three Piece Suites

Bar Seating

Contract and Domestic Work Undertaken

Carpets supplied and fitted

French Polishing

  

  HOLY WEEK 

     SERVICES 
 
Sun 16th March 11.30am Palm Sunday  

      All Age Service    Rev Bill McCrorie 

Mon 17th March 7.30pm  

      Joint Ecumenical Service in St Clareôs   Monsignor Boyd 

and members of the Schaw Kirk and Coylton 

Tue 18th March 7.30pm  - Schaw Kirk 

Holy Week Service  Ian Murphy 

Wed 19th March 7.30pm - Schaw Kirk 

Holy Week Service -Ian Murphy 

Thur 20th March 7.30pm - Schaw Kirk 

Maundy Thursday Communion   Rev Bill McCrorie 

Fri 21st March 7.30pm - Schaw Kirk 

Good Friday Service  Rev Michael Dickie 

Sun 23d March    8am  Outdoor Service at Prestwick South 

                               Rev Kenneth Elliott 

Communion in Schaw Kirk at 11.30am     Rev Bill McCrorie 

You are invited to join us at any/all of these services 


