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Dear Friends, 

 

          As I sit to write my first 

magazine article, its hard to 

know where to start. 

The last few weeks have gone by  like a whirlwind. 

      I would like to begin by saying thank you to you all for 

the very warm welcome that we have received.   The 

Manse is beautiful and we are very grateful for the very 

hard work carried out by everyone on the joint fabric 

committee.  We are also very grateful for the money that 

has been spent on the Manse,  bringing it up to a very high 

standard indeed. 

      The induction service was excellent and I know that a 

huge amount of work was put into  organising the evening 

and also the superb catering. 

      I thought that it would be useful in this first letter to tell 

you a little bit about the Whiteman family.   

     I prefer to be called Dave,  I am originally from Blyth in 

Northumberland  although I was brought up in Newcastle  

upon Tyne.  My background is in the Building industry.  I 

trained as a Quantity Surveyor and I worked as an 

Estimator and buyer for many years before entering the 

Ministry in 1991.  I trained at New College in Edinburgh 

and carried out my final training in Linlithgow before 

being ordained in 1998 and inducted into Maybole: Old 

Church. 

      I like to play Golf but I am not very good at it and i 

play Guitar.   I am also a long suffering supporter of  

Newcastle United.  

      Susan was born in Dundee.  She tells me that I had to 



come to Scotland to get a good woman. 

      Susan is principal Teacher at Holmston Primary School 

in Ayr.  We attend Ballroom Dancing classes together and 

really enjoy Dancing the Cha Cha Cha, the Rumba, the 

Quick step and we hope to soon tackle the Tango.  

      Rachel is in  Primary 7 and Rebecca is in Primary 6 and 

they are both enjoying Coylton Primary school and in 

September Rachel will move on to Ayr Academy   

      We are really looking forward to getting to know you 

all and look forward,  God willing, to a long and happy 

ministry here. 

           With every Blessing, 

                 Dave, Susan Rachel and Rebecca Whiteman. 

 

 

    SOUP LUNCHES  

 

    Soup lunches are held in the church once 

a month after the Sunday morning service. 

Homemade soup, crusty bread and tea and biscuits provide 

a tasty and filling lunch, with the added chance to have a 

blether with others in the congregation. 

    Each month, any donations received are forwarded to a 

charity. A different cause is chosen each time. If you would 

like to suggest a charity to benefit from these efforts, please 

speak to any Elder, who can then take your suggestion to 

the next meeting of the Kirk Session. The next soup lunch 

is on 1st June, and proceeds will go to the Church of 

Scotland Malawi Appeal. 

       Anne Hope 

 



 
   Since the first joint act of    
   worship  by the 6 Churches, 
more than two years ago, the 

C6 Group has continued in its principles to share a 
hope, seek a vision and strengthen each other. 
 The latest event was on Wednesday 14th May  

Share the Fellowship , an Open Air Communion Service at 
Stair Parish Church. Praise was led by a Choir formed from 
members of the 6 churches and under the direction of Mr 
Colin Baker, husband of the Ochiltree/Stair minister, 
Carolyn, who conducted the service. 
    The next venture, still in its planning stages, will be a 
Pot Luck Supper to be held in Ochiltree Church Hall on 
Friday 26th September at 7.30pm when catering will be 
shared by all in the Group. Take a note in your diary now! 

 

HAPPY HENS  
   The Groups are happy to report that the two 
morning sessions are going really well with at 
least 16 children attending both days.  
    Easter was a time of great fun, getting 
creative with colouring-in and making sticky 

pictures. We will have a Summer Outing before breaking 
up for the summer holidays. 
    If you would like to join 
our group just pop along and 
speak to either Lesley or 
Vicky, Mondays and 
Wednesdays  - 9.45am  -  
11.15am,  50p per session and 
£2 membership 
  Lesley Anderson 



 Congregational Outing  
    This year the outing will take place on 

Saturday 6th September with a visit to St 

Andrews where the skyline is outlined, 

among other things, by St Rules Tower, also 

known as ôThe Square Towerô and St 

Andrews Cathedral, both built around the 12th century. 

    Legend has it that the Greek monk, St Rules, brought the 

relics of St Andrew, an apostle of Christ to be buried here 

and St Andrews was an important religious centre for 

pilgrims of medieval times. 

     As well as the many interesting buildings, within St 

Andrews are the original fishing cottages, proud town 

houses and the old fishing harbour all offering truly 

inspiring views. 

      Anyone wishing to go on the Outing are urged to speak 

to May McKelvie to reserve a seat and get information on 

this popular event. 

 

Native American Wisdom  
 
      A Native American elder once described 

his own inner struggles in this manner: 

      "Inside of me there are two dogs. One of 

the dogs is mean and evil. The other dog is 

good. The mean dog fights the good dog all 

the time." 

      When asked which dog wins, he reflected for a moment 

and replied, "The one I feed the most." 

 

 



 

MOBILE : 07812  563758
(01292) 590594

Estimates for all types

of insurance claims

Full Recover or repair

Caravan Seating

Three Piece Suites

Bar Seating

Contract and Domestic Work Undertaken

Carpets supplied and fitted

French Polishing

MATHIESON 
HOUSE  

    Mathieson House, situated 
in Broomfield Road, Ayr, was 
donated to the Church of 
Scotland in 1979 by Miss 
Elizabeth Mathieson who 

wished to realise her vision of providing accommodation 
for independent ladies within the comfort of a homely 
setting. 
 Today, accommodating both men and women, the building 
remains in the ownership of the Church of Scotland while 
Mathieson House operates as an independent charity 
company overseen by a board of directors. 
  Happiness and contentment in life are important as we 
continue our journey, making new friends and sharing in 
the joys, as well as sorrows, of our companions. This 
companionship is here in full measure for those who seek 
it. Should you decide you wish to join our little community 
we are certain you will never regret it. 
   Further details or to arrange a visit can be obtained by 
contacting our House Manager who is always on hand to 
help. Tele: 01292 262742 

  


