
 

INTERIM MODERATOR: Rev Kenneth Elliott 
68 St Quivox Rd, PRESTWICK  Tele: 478788 

SEPTEMBER 2007 

      Daniel was saved 
from being killed by 
the lions."     

     Daniel 6 : 27 



REALISM 
AND HOPE! 

 

I am aware that the 

vacancy at Coylton / 

Drongan is now well 

into its second year. For 

members is can therefore be a time of great concern and even 

despondency. 

In my role as Interim Moderator I have always tried to be 

completely honest with the Kirk Session and Nomination 

Committee regarding the vacancy. Indeed, I have stressed that 

during the vacancy a sense of realism combined with hope must 

prevail. 

The reality of the situation  is that currently there are approximately 

187 vacant charges within the Church of Scotland while there are 

only 27 students completing divinity courses. (These are the official 

Church of Scotland Statistics as of 31st December 2006.)  You 

obviously donôt have to be a mathematical genius to work out the 

overall situation at the present time. As a result of these facts it is 

not uncommon for Churches to be vacant for lengthy periods of 

time. 

Indeed, within the Presbytery of Ayr there are currently five 

vacancies, including Coylton / Drongan, and this number will 

possibly increase over the next few years as certain Ministers retire.  

However, combined with the reality of the situation we must go 

forward in hope. For Christianity is partly about having sufficient 

faith to overcome all the challenges and obstacles that life throws at 

us. Therefore, within Coylton / Drongan let us never give up hope 

that eventually the vacancy will be filled.  

In the meantime you can be assured that everything possible will be 

done to try and secure a Minister for the vacant position. Indeed, 

since Coylton / Drongan became vacant the following avenues have 

already been pursued: 



a. Adverts have been  placed in Life & Work. 

b.  Adverts have been placed in Ministerôs Forum. 

  (This is a monthly magazine that all Church of Scotland 

 Ministers receive.) 

c. Adverts have been placed in the United Reformed Church 

in England. 

d. The Vacancy has been continually highlighted and 

advertised on the Web.  

e. Parish Profiles have been sent out to a  selection of 

Ministers in neighbouring Presbyteries. 

f.   A list of Probationers eligible to apply for vacant charges 

 has been obtained from Edinburgh and Parish Profiles with 

 an invitation to apply forwarded to all relevant 

 prospective candidates. 

      Therefore as you hopefully note a great deal of work has 

continually been taking place in trying to fill the vacancy. In the 

months ahead you can also be assured that we will continue to 

advertise and explore all other possible avenues.  

I would therefore ask for your patience, support and encouragement 

during this time. Indeed, vacancies can be a time for congregations 

to examine many different aspects of Church life, which can 

sometimes allow members the opportunity to develop their talents 

and actually strengthen their commitment to the Church. Therefore 

if a congregation is sincere and strong in faith then a vacancy can 

actually be a very positive experience. 

I would therefore ask all members of Coyton /Drongan in the 

months ahead, while accepting the reality of the situation never to 

give up hope. For never forget of how our Lord Jesus Christ trusted 

in God in all aspects of life, even as He hung on the cross and faced 

the apparent finality of death. Yet, as we know darkness was turned 

to light, despair to hope and death into the gift of eternal life, 

through the glory of the Resurrection.  

May Your faith sustain and strengthen you in the days ahead.  

      

  Kenneth C. Elliott  



MY HARVEST OFFERING 
 
     We continue our customary practice of 

holding the Harvest Thanksgiving Service on 

the first Sunday in October. This year that falls 

on the 7th.  

   The Kirk Session requests that any 

contribution should be in the form of a money 

donation towards the Disaster Emergencies Committee, which is a 

fusion of around a dozen or so of the most well known agencies 

working in the developing world.  

    An envelope is being distributed with this edition of the 

newsletter and may be returned with your donation any Sunday 

leading up to the Harvest Service on 7th October, which, 

incidentally, will be followed by a Soup Lunch. 

    The DEC website reports that Scotlandôs leading international 

aid agencies joined forces and launched a Disasters Emergency 

Committee emergency appeal to save lives in Darfur, Chad and the 

Central African Republic. Scottish TV personalities Sally 

Magnusson and Blythe Duff have filmed a TV appeal, which has 

been broadcast to the nation. 

    With 4.5 million people ï almost the equivalent of the Scottish 

population - affected by the ongoing conflict, the rains bring the 

risk of deadly conditions like diarrhoea and malaria, especially for 

children, pregnant mothers and the elderly.  

    Aid agencies are appealing for vital funds to help people affected 

by the conflict, giving shelter, clean water and sanitation, 

emergency food and vital items 

such as water buckets, blankets 

and soap and enable medical 

teams to provide emergency care.  

    Anne McCulloch, a Scottish 

aid worker from Kilbirnie in 

Ayrshire, has been working in 

Darfur as a child psychologist 

since 2004, and has just returned.  

 



    Ms McCulloch commented: 

ñThe ongoing conflict continues 

to cause many difficulties for 

the women and children there. 

Their resilience is remarkable, 

but I know that even once the 

immediate crisis is over it will 

take a long time for these 

communities and especially their children to regain the confidence 

to return home and rebuild their shattered livelihoods. We need your 

support now.ò 

    The gathering storms will also make the delivery of aid a much 

more difficult task, with vehicle tracks disappearing and swollen 

rivers becoming all but impossible to cross, meaning help needs to 

arrive as soon as possible. 

    Gavin McLellan, Chair of the Disasters Emergency Committee in 

Scotland, said: "One of the greatest concentrations of human 

suffering is being seen right now in Darfur and Chad and the rains 

make the situation even worse. 

    "We have been keeping people alive but access is already 

severely hampered by conflict and the rains will make it much 

harder for us to respond if we don't act now.ò 

 

    Elderly Members 
Outing  

 
 for members or regular attenders with the 
Church and OAP status takes to the road on 

Friday 14th September. Leaving the Church at 1.00pm for a run 
around the coast with Eleanor Crate again as driver and Anne Hope 
as courier. 
    Seating on the bus is limited, so names of those wishing to go on 

the run should be added to the list at the Church or speak to either 

Anne Hope or Margaret Clarke. 

    Before returning to the Church to end the trip there will be the 

eagerly awaited stop for tea at Nurseries Direct. 

 

 



South Korean Christian 
aid workers captive in 

Afghanistan need prayer 
and public support 

 

      Twenty-one South Korean Christian aid workers remain in 
captivity in the Ghazni province of Afghanistan, facing the possibility 
of murderous deaths at the hands of the Taliban (or ñTalebanò). 
Efforts by the Afghan government to affect their release and 
attempted negotiations by South Korean officials have thus far had 
little effect. To date, the radical Islamic group has murdered two men in 
the group, Bae Hyung Kyu, a pastor heading the relief effort, and Shim 
Sung Min, another volunteer. Another two hostages, women who 
reportedly are seriously ill, are being denied medical care. While the 
Taliban asserts different demands and terms for negotiation, they are 
reiterating threats to kill the remaining aid workers.  
The group of kidnapped Christians was visiting Afghanistan to assist with 
long-term aid work at a hospital and a school. On July 19th, as their 
chartered bus traversed the road from Kabul to Kandahar, they were 
seized by the Taliban. The incident marked the largest abduction of 
foreigners in Afghanistan since the fall of the Taliban regime in 2001, part 
of a pattern of growing violence and insurgency.  
    A Taliban revival?  
      ñIn recent months,ò reports  The Washington Post, ñthe Taliban has 
made its presence felt in widening swaths of territory, moving farther out 
of its traditional base in the south and into provinces ringing the capital. 
Taliban fighters have seized the Koreans and executed local judges in 
Ghazni province, killed schoolgirls in Logar province and abducted two 
German engineers in Wardak province, killing one.ò  
      An August 5th article in The New York Times describing the 
important progress of the British Army in Helmand, a province in 
southern Afghanistan with ñthe largest concentration of insurgentsò that 
also produces 42 per cent of the country's opium crop, offers a British 
commander's assessment of fighting the Taliban:  
      ñIt is like pressing mercury or squeezing a balloon éas insurgents are 
suppressed in one area, they emerge in another. And once pushed back in 
conventional fighting, the Taliban switch tactics to suicide attacks, 
roadside bombs and kidnappings.ò  
      A detailed  report from Amnesty International titled ñAfghanistan; All 
who are not friends are enemies: Taleban abuses against civiliansò 
describes numerous incidents of ñwar crimes or crimes against humanityò. 



The report, which is based largely on the findings of the Afghan 
Independent Human Rights Commission (AIHRC), states:  
      ñThe Taleban have been responsible for hundreds of civilian deathsé
Around 600 civilians were killed or wounded in the first seven months of 
2006. Around 70 per cent of these casualties were linked to Taleban 
attacks. The Taleban have targeted and killed civilians whom they 
consider to be ñspiesò or ñcollaboratorsò, including Afghan and foreign 
reconstruction and aid workers, religious leaders, government 
administrators, women's rights activists and teachers. The Taleban have 
attacked civilians and civilian objects, such as school buildings, with little 
or no effort to distinguish between these and military targets, such as 
soldiers and combat vehicles.ò  
      Civilians are not distinguished as ñnon-militaryò because, as the report 
later acknowledges, this is not a necessary distinction for the radical 
Islamic group.  
      ñA fatwa, or religious edict, reportedly issued by the Taleban in 
December 2005 and signed by some 100 religious scholars in 
Afghanistan, orders the death of anyone who supports the US-led 
intervention. Qari Yousef Ahmadi, Taleban spokesperson, elaborated:  
      'It says in the fatwa that people should have no sympathy for infidels, 
they should avoid friendship with them and should also avoid giving them 
any moral or material support. Anyone who supports them morally or 
materially should be killed.' é  
      The 2005 fatwa apparently follows a similar fatwa issued by the 
Taleban in Kabul in September 2001 which reportedly imposes the death 
penalty for spying.ò  
      A newer version of this religious ruling is noted in a December 
2006 report on ABC News website:  
      ñIn his fatwa, Mufti Khalid Shah terms all employees of NGOs as 
agents of Jews and Christians. Shah stresses that there is no need to ask 
permission to kill and that everyone should declare jihad. He also adds 
that the time has come to use weapons of mass destruction against his 
enemies.ò  
      The Church's response  
      In the days following the hostage taking and subsequent murder of 
two Christian aid workers, very few Christian leaders around the globe 
spoke out about the plight of the South Korean church group, denounced 
the slander against them, or affirmed their mission to the distressed and 
impoverished in Afghanistan as one of Gospel love and service -- albeit in 
an especially dangerous and needy area of the world. These captive 
Christians cannot be abandoned.  



    Christabel will be on hand 

when members of the Choir 

resume Choir practices on 

Thursday 27th September, and 

again will be pleased to 

welcome any new members 

who wish to join their happy 

group. 

    Hopefully that will that 

include YOU. 

HAPPY 
HENS 

  PLAYGROUP 
    The Happy Hens Playgroup is 

for babies to toddlers up to age 

5 yrs.  

     Our group operates from 

Drongan Schaw Kirk, it is a 

friendly environment where 

mums, dads, grannies & 

grandpas are more than 

welcome to bring their children/

grandchildren to have lots of 

fun.  Itôs a great opportunity for 

mums, etc to have a chat and 

make new friends.  

    We have decided to try and 

run two mornings per week to 

accommodate people with work 

commitments etc.  At the 

moment we will be operating on 

a Monday & Wednesday 9:45 to 

11:15am. 

      We provide children with 

toys and a snack, we also have 

motivators from East Ayrshire 

who come and play games/

nursery rhythms and messy play 

with the children which has 

been a great success. I would 

just like to say that we 

appreciate the help and support 

we receive from our Aunties; 

Mrs Arthur, Sadie and  Marion.   

      If you would be interested in 

volunteering to help out we 

would be very grateful. 

    For further enquiries contact 

Lesley on 590648. 


