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He stands at the door and knocks.
Will you keep Jesus from His party?



Dear Friends,

Christmas is my favourite
— time of the year. The season of
e~ 4 peace and good will. Itis an
Ml,.u;-rekg | 2€<gk exciting time as we prepare for

the arrival of the King of Kings.

| look forward to singing the familiar carols, The giving
and receiving of cards and presents, families and old friend
reunited. Its truly a special time.

My favourite service is always the nativity service when
the children dress up andeeact the events of 2,000 years
ago when Jesus was born into the world in that humble
stable in Bethlehem. | have such happy memories of my
own childhood, donning a tea towel, putting on my mums
old curtains and carrying a toy lamb into Church . Very
happy memories indeed.

| find it just amazing that God should choose to enter the
world in such a way, In the form of a fragile and vulnerable
baby, A baby totally dependant on his parents, God totally
dependant on Mankind.

When | consider the nativity scene | find it even more
incredible. There was no midwife, epidural or gas and air
available for the mother and newborn babe that night, not
ideal surroundings for a birth to take place.

And the baby was surrounded by people who were
condemned by society. The Shepherds who were considere
ritually unclean and shunned by society. The Magi or wise
men who the prophets of old condemned. He was born in
an animals feeding trough in a draughty old stable filled with
animals, not the most clinical of surroundings.

If Jesus came into the world today, were would we find
him? At the parliament with the leaders of the Nation
perhaps or at the general assembly with the leaders of our
Church, or even in a nice comfortable home in Alloway




perhaps.

No Jesus would not be found in these places Jesus woul
go where he always went, he would be with the outcasts
and the unclean, he would be where he was needed with
the sick, the poor and the Needy.

None of us | 1 ke to be vul
our comfort zone. But Jesus made himself vulnerable for
our sake and so let us allow ourselves to be vulnerable for
him. Let us follow where he leads us this Christmas time
even if that takes us out of our comfort Zone.

| would like to wish you all a very happy, joyful
Christmas and peaceful and prosperous new yeatr.

Rer Dave [()ht%eman

What to look for
gf{L In a Christmas tree

Every December it was the same ex-

) cruciating tradition. Our family would get

" up at the crack of dawn, go to a Christmas

tree farm and tromp across acres of snow
in search of the perfect tree. Hours later our feet would be
freezing, but my mother would press on, convinced the tree
of her dreams was "just up ahead."

One year my sister finally —

snapped. "Mum, face it. The| ™ s o acn > 420N
perfect tree doesn't exist. It'q: POST OFFICE
like looking for a man. Just B |NEWSAGENTS & GENERAL srons|
be satisfied if you can find | ° aacmns
one that isn ® GARDEN{I(W)GYSSUPPLIES
too peculiar looking, and cairj

stand without you needing tdx* %;%NN%R:':G 35;:*:?
prop it up.o L. :
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_ Happy Hens
The group are continuing successfully with
attendances averaging between 10 to 15 parents/

L .« carers and 15 to 20 children. We meet on two

mornings, Monday and Friday, each week from
9.45and 11.15am and will welcome any new members
who come along.

The children thoroughly enjoyed their recent Fancy
Dress Party, while we are at present busily planning a
Christmas event. The committee wish to thank everyone
for their help throughout t
and Elders who give such great suport.

From everyone at the Happy HerBest Wishes for the
Festive season and the New Year.
Margaret Findlay

A The Guild

We restarted for the session on September 23rd
with 22 members present ( 21 ladies, 1 gentle
man ). A vary varied syllabus has been arranged which we
trust will be suitable to all.

Even if you feel you cannot commit yourself to a full
year 6s membership of the Gu
sample what 1tdés | i ke pl eas
evening for the experience.

Meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the
month in the Lesser Hall of the Church at 7.15pm

Our syllabus for the rest of 2009 continues thus :

Nov 25tt9 Slides on the Holy Land
Decottd Cof fee Evening with the
Gwen Rankine




year again when PREGNANCY TESTING,
certain individuals " COSMETICS, FANCY GOODS |
can be seen throwing their headﬂp» mmﬁélg%:fsgg::
back and shaking it while o ’
emitting strange%utteral soun¢ & T 519
If you should see/hear such
goings on dono6t be al ar med,
of the Choir exercising their tonsils and preparing their
throats for another evening of practice as the Christmas
season approaches .
New material is being practiced as well as the familiar
for this most busy time 1in
The popularity of their o0C
continues, and will take place on Thursday 17th December.
Come along and join them thetickets can be obtained
from Choir members nearer the time.

m&ﬁ Wise men?

| was telling my three boys the story of the Nativity and
how the Wise Men brought gifts of gold, frankincense and
myrrh for the infant

Jesus. w HopeHomesScotland

Clearly giving ita  |Byilding new homes
lot of thought, my six |in south west Scotland /-

yearold observed,
"Mum, a Wise Woman
would have brought |1
nappies."

& Tne Cho
|t ds t he A Pharmacy | e

For more information
contact our sales team on 01292 590442
or visit www.hopehomes.co.uk




#'CHURCHES TOGETHER _
d[p The_ 6 churches in C_6,

cahga gmm including the Schaw Kirk,

are organising a Carol

Service in Dalmellington Church on Sunday 13th
December at 6pm. Everyone is warmly invited to go along
and enjoy the service in which local schools will play a
part. The service will last no more than an hour and tea will
be served afterwards.

A free bus has been organised and will leave the Schaw
Kirk at 5.15pm, also collecting passengers at Rowantree
Court, returning to Drongan around 8pm. Why not go
along and enjoy singing a few Christmas catals a
friend or two. Add your name to the list which is available
at the Church, or speak to someone who can do it for you.

The Girl 6s Briga

The Brigade session is well underway now, with
forty girls in the Company. Our Halloween Party
as a success and enjoyed by all of the girls. At
present they are working on their Badge work, making
cards and other things for Christmas, as well as rehearsing
for the Afternoon of Carols being held in the Church on
Sunday 13th December, where we hope you will join us.
Our Christmas Party will take place on Tuesday 15th
December, then wedre on hol
The Brigaders are organising a fund raising event in the
New Year as part of their Badge work. Keep watching and
listening for further information Rena Robertson



